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more is now in a class with Chicago and New York in the matter of scientific 
aid in crime mystery. 

Marshal Carter, in his order to the district captains, instructed "that in 
the future all sudden deaths of mysterious circumstances must be reported to 
Dr. John B. Oliver." For a number of years he has been deeply interested in 
the physiology of crime. 

He will be a material aid to the officers of the state's attorney's staff and 
to Headquarters Detective Joseph Dougherty, chief of the homicide division of 
the Detective Bureau, especially in the matter of motive. Dr. Oliver, it is 
understood, will be assigned to attend important autopsies. 

Dr. Oliver has written extensively on the psychiatry of crime. He spent 
a number of years in Europe, and at the outbreak of the European war he was 
in Austria, where he served in Red Cross work for several months. — Baltimore 
"Sun," November 25, 1918. 

Courts — Laws 

Summary of the State Laws Relating to Social Welfare. — Mr. Elmer 
Scott, executive secretary of the Civic Federation of Dallas, Texas, has com- 
piled a summary of state laws relating largely to centralized state authority 
or supervision over public and private benevolent, penal, and correctional insti- 
tutions. The compilation has been made for the State Commission on Charities 
and Corrections Legislation adopted by Governor Hobby at the instance of 
the Texas Conference of Social Welfare. Copies of the report may be had 
for one dollar addressed to the Texas Conference of Social Welfare, 1306^ 
Commerce street, Dallas, Texas. The purpose of the pamphlet is to serve as a 
guide to the commission in the preparation of legislation. It will serve legis- 
lators also, and the general public as a compendium of accurate knowledge as 
to what constitutes the best legislative vision of the United States. It is not 
an argument for any form or function of board or commission. It is simply 
a compilation of how other states have expressed their humanitarian and cor- 
rectional vision. — R. H. G. 

Compulsory Health Insurance. — Dr. Edward H. Ochsner of Chicago, 
in an article in the Illinois Medical Journal for November, 1918, under the title 
"Further Objections to Compulsory Health Insurance" concludes as follows : 
"I firmly believe that to establish compulsory health insurance would be one 
of the most serious mistakes that any commonwealth could possibly make, be- 
cause it would be bound to lower the quality of medical services rendered to 
its citizens, it would increase loss of working time from sickness, it would 
throw an enormous financial burden upon the taxpayer, the employer and the 
employe, it would greatly reduce the incentive to thrift and industry and put 
a premium on deception, sloth and shiftlessness, and compel the industrious, 
hard-working, clean-living workman to pay tribute to the untruthful, lazy, shift- 
less, and immoral, and finally, it would have a tendency to take from inde- 
pendence and self-reliance its proper pride and from dependency its salutary 
shame." — R. H. G. 



